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Directions: Please go to the campus gate on Nicolae Paulescu Street, 73. From there, walk to the venue of the 
Training School (2 min walk). You will see a chapel on your left and a parking lot in front of you. The Training 
School venue is at the right of the parking lot (headquarters of the Faculty of Sociology and Social Work, Șoseaua 
Panduri nr. 90). 
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Friday, October 26, 2018 
Faculty of Sociology and Social Work, University of Bucharest 

 

9:00 – 9:15  Registration. Paula Tufiș, Welcome & Introductions, Council Room (Ground Floor) 
 

9:15 – 11:00  Jonathan Burton, Understanding Society: The UK Household Longitudinal Study – the 
potential for ethnicity and migration research, Council Room (Ground Floor) 

 
11:00 —11:15 Coffee Break 

 
11:15 – 13:00  Marian-Gabriel Hâncean, Link-tracing methodology in practice for eliciting interconnected 

personal networks of migrants (or social transnational fields). Lessons learnt from the Orbits 
project, Council Room (Ground Floor) 

 
13:00 — 14:00 Lunch Break 

 
14:00 – 15:45  Dumitru Sandu, Designing and analyzing surveys using key informants on community 

migration patterns and Roma problems, Council Room (Ground Floor) 
 

15:45 — 16:00 Coffee Break 
 
16:00 – 17:45  Natalia Malancu, Truth Serum: Gauging Views on Sensitive Topics through the List Experiment, 

Computer Lab (1st Floor, Room 207) 
 
Saturday, October 27, 2018 
Faculty of Sociology and Social Work, University of Bucharest 

 

9:00 – 9:15  Registration 
 
9:15 – 11:00  Patrick Simon, Surveying discrimination: conceptual and methodological issues, Council Room 

(Ground Floor) 
 

11:00 —11:15 Coffee Break 
11:15 – 13:00 Patrick Simon, Surveying discrimination: conceptual and methodological issues, Computer Lab 

(1st Floor, Room 207) 
 

13:00 — 14:00 Lunch Break 
14:00 – 15:45 Dennis Spies, Common problems and practical solutions when surveying immigrants: Lessons 

from the Immigrant German Election Study, Council Room (Ground Floor) 
 
15:45 – 16:00 Paula Tufiș, Closing Remarks 
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Description of Sessions 
 

Jonathan Burton, University of Essex. Understanding Society: The UK Household Longitudinal Study – the 
potential for ethnicity and migration research. 
Abstract: Understanding Society is the UK Household Longitudinal Study, a survey that aims to interview 

the same people every year to build up a picture of their lives. The study started in 2009, and as 
well as a large general population sample, included an ethnic minority boost sample. Then, six 
years later a new immigrant and ethnic minority boost sample was added, to include a sample of 
those who had migrated into the country since the start of the study. This presentation will 
describe Understanding Society in terms of the design and content of the survey, with a focus on 
the topics likely to be of interest to researchers involved in ethnicity and migration research. 

 
Marian-Gabriel Hâncean, University of Bucharest, Department of Sociology & The Research Group on 
Graphs and Social Networks (GraphNets). Link-tracing methodology in practice for eliciting interconnected 
personal networks of migrants (or social transnational fields). Lessons learnt from the Orbits project 
Abstract: The Orbits project (see for details http://pagines.uab.cat/orbits/en/content/research) focuses 

on Romanians living in specific demographic enclaves in Spain (i.e. Castellón de la Plana and 
Roquetas de Mar) as well as on their relatives, friends and acquaintances living in the regions of 
origin (i.e. Dâmbovița and Bistrița-Năsăud). In order to understand the migratory trajectory of the 
Romanians between origin and destination places, this multi-sited research project elicits and 
visualizes transnational connections (interconnected transnational personal networks or 
transnational social fields) through a link-tracing methodology (i.e. referrals from a set of 
respondents are used to recruit other respondents); this specific innovative methodology pertains 
to creating, examining and investigating hard-to-reach populations (e.g. migrants). This session 
conveys lessons learnt after making use of the link-tracing research design (e.g. data collection 
and cleaning, anonymization, ethical issues etc.). In addition, this session: a) will provide a brief 
general introduction into the social network thinking (with a special stress on the relationship 
between network data and attribute data); b) will report some of the preliminary findings available 
with the Orbits project (e.g. multi-dimensional homophily within the interconnected personal 
networks of migrants); c) will emphasize the rationale and the innovative feature of actually 
mapping networks of migrants; d) will allow participants to understand the theoretical and 
practical relevance of visualizing migrant networks. 
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Dumitru Sandu, University of Bucharest. Designing and analyzing surveys using key informants on 
community migration patterns and Roma problems. 
Abstract: The session will use two research experiences in Romania to explore village patterns of migration 

abroad (2001) and perceptions on social problems in Roma communities (2005). Data collection 
was done in both cases through mail surveys, using key informants in local communities. The first 
survey was accomplished for the International Organization of Migration and had a response rate 
of 97% (close to response rate levels achieved in a community census). The second mail survey on 
Roma communities had the World Bank and the National Agency for Roma as beneficiaries and a 
much lower response rate. The training session will also introduce special indicators for analyzing 
the data and examples of research outputs using these data. The trainees will have open access 
to survey questionnaires, data sets and publications associated with these two research projects 
(Sandu, D., 2005. Emerging transnational migration from Romanian villages. Current Sociology, 
53.4, 555-582; Sandu, D., 2005. Roma Social Mapping. Targeting by a community poverty 
survey. World Bank, Bucharest). Comparisons with similar experiences in the world or in Romania 
will be mentioned. 

 
Natalia C. Malancu, Institute of Citizenship Studies (InCite) - University of Geneva. Truth Serum: Gauging 
Views on Sensitive Topics through the List Experiment. 
Abstract: Migration research often deals with sensitive topics, e.g. prejudice, attitudes, policy preferences. 

Related survey questions elicit answers that raise privacy, social desirability, and 
confidentiality/"statistical disclosure" concerns. Survey experiments are a powerful method to 
overcome some of these issues. This lecture introduces the cognitive aspects of responses to 
sensitive questions, the concepts of social desirability and non-random response (misreporting vs. 
nonresponse). It reviews relevant indirect questioning techniques and focuses on the item count 
technique. Most importantly, it teaches the participants how to run a list experiment and how to 
approach questions of ethics, sampling, sample size and power, survey mode, and measurement 
error. Hands-on examples from the instructor's own empirical research buttress the theoretical 
aspects. R software is used. 

 
Patrick Simon, INED. Surveying discrimination: conceptual and methodological issues. 
Abstract: Ethnic and racial discriminations are now studied in qualitative and quantitative surveys and a 

vast scientific literature is dedicated to their analysis. However, discrimination is less explicit and 
more subtle than when prejudices were perceived as acceptable in unequal societies. The 
measurement of discrimination is therefore hard to observe and measure in surveys. The purpose 
of this lecture is 1) to develop a theoretical and conceptual framework to study discrimination, 2) 
to design questions to collect data on the experience of discrimination and compare the 
approaches in different international surveys, 3) to work on the analysis of ESS and a French survey 
on discrimination (TeO, 2008). The lecture is organized in two sessions: the first one will cover the 
theoretical and empirical presentation of surveying discrimination and the second will be 
dedicated to practical analyses of the datasets in Stata or SAS. 
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Dennis Spies, Cologne Center for Comparative Politics. Common problems and practical solutions when 
surveying immigrants: Lessons from the Immigrant German Election Study 
Abstract: The session presents the design of the Immigrant German Election Study (IMGES). The 

representative survey of the two largest German migrant groups was conducted as a post-election 
survey for the 2017 federal elections. IMGES is the first electoral study on migrant voters in 
Germany and so some important decisions had to be made regarding samples, questionnaire 
design, interview mode, incentives, etc. - without reference values from comparable projects 
being available. The session presents these decisions (and their results) from the perspective of a 
researcher who is new to the field of representative surveys of migrants but may plan to conduct 
a similar survey on its own. It also presents some basic results stemming from the survey, from 
project related focus groups, and from an online follow-up survey from July 2018. 


